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very few trees ; hence the winds of the south-west monsoon are severely
felt. The climate is fairly good; the western portions share in the
moisture brought by the south-west monsoon, the winds of which,
though strong, are wholesome and cool, while the proximity of the
hills gives a fair rainfall and abundant water to the villages on the
south. In the north and east of the taluk the climate and rainfall are
similar to those of Dhdrapuram. The area of the taluk is about 356
square miles including pdlaiyapat villages, but excluding the unsurveyed
area of the hills, which has been estimated at 200 square miles. The
surveyed area is divided into 94 villages, of which 89 are Government
and 5 pdlaiyapat villages.

The soils are described by the Settlement Department as comprising
15 per cent, of red loam, 62 per cent, of red sand, 12 per cent, of black
clay, and 11 per cent, of black loam. The red soil is chiefly on the
north, south, and east of the taluk, the black on the south and west;
hardly any of the latter is found east of the road running north and
south between Dhalli and Periyapatti. The so-called red sand is in
some parts very stony and gravelly, and in the north and east there is
a good deal of the hard calcareous tufa (odei-kal) mentioned in the
Dhdrapuram notice. No minerals are known to be found in this taluk.
For further classification of soils and assessment, see " Settlement/*

The forests of the taluk are a notable feature; they provide grazing
grounds for the taluk cattle during the months when there is little
pasturage on the plains, and to a certain extent are thus an aid and
benefit to the ryot; on the other hand, not only does this mode of graz-
ing cost a great deal in wages to the herdsmen and in the immense
losses by wild animals and disease, but the ryot loses the whole manure
of his cattle during the time that they should have been restoring
fertility to his fields. There are but few hedges and trees in the taluk
to supply fodder and firewood; the splendid yield of cholam and cotton
seed provides, however, a vast amount of dry and rich cattle food of
which none is wasted, and the kambu, dholl and cotton stalks yield
fuel; firewood is largely supplied from the forests at about 2J rupees
per cart-load delivered at TJdamalpet The open, sandy, and treeless
wastes south-east of Udamalpet near the foot of the hills are melan-
choly instances of reckless tree destruction in long distant periods;
these were evidently rich jungles like those of Anaimalai, but are now
treeless and exhausted. A few reserves have been selected in the south
of the taluk, but more wall depend on the ryot in this taluk, where un-
occupied land is almost nil, and the price of lands is so high; there are
many black-soil villages with hardly an acre of waste, and in those the
ryot must be looked to, and not Government, to supply himself with
fodder and fuel. Fruit trees will grow well, the tamarinds and pome*
granates being very good, the latter the finest of their species; in the
irrigated villages there is room for abundant planting of fruit trees and
bamboos*